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SUMMARY 
Chichester (population: 26,000) is a relatively small city that punches well above its weight. With ancient walls dating back to Roman times, a cathedral that's a landmark for miles around and an easily legible network of streets dotted with historic buildings, it has a very distinctive sense of place and a long history of formal planning. 

Nothing competes with the dominance of the Cathedral spire, so most buildings in the city centre are three or four storeys in height. It is also a compact and accessible city, made even more so by its flat terrain, and most people live within a 10-minute walk of the centre. It has a university and one of the largest further education colleges in Britain -- Chichester College. 

It is also home of the world-renowned Chichester Festival Theatre, of which Laurence Olivier was the first artistic director, and the Pallant House Gallery of Modern Art, which claims to have one of the best collections of 20th Century art in the world. A new civic museum, designed by Keith Williams Architects, is also being planned. But there is a rather reactionary approach to contemporary architecture, which is reflected in a profusion of pastiche. 

Tourism is worth £200 million a year to Chichester, which also serves as both the county town of West Sussex and its regional shopping centre. 

The shopping streets are busy and, though dominated by the usual chain stores, still have some independent local retailers as well as a bi-weekly farmers market; a streetscape enhancement programme is also under way.

Chichester is well served by parks and public transport, both bus and rail, and is one of the most popular retirement centres in Britain. It is also among the most expensive for housing, although affordability issues are being addressed. Major employers include Rolls Royce Motors. 

The city is also close to such recreational amenities as the South Downs, Goodwood racetrack and the south coast, with West Wittering being the nearest seaside resort. 
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SUMMARY

Richmond is a charming market town blessed with a spectacular topographical setting in Swale Valley, gateway to the Yorkshire Dales. Its sloping Market Place is a delight, surrounded by mainly 18th century buildings with the Gothic medieval Trinity Church in the middle, and a clock tower at the head of it. Richmond Castle, with its commanding position overlooking the valley, was among the earliest built in England after the Norman Conquest.

 The town is located a few km from Catterick Garrison, so it has long-established military connections and, indeed, many of its residents are retired Army officers. The Green Howards regimental museum is located in Trinity Church, and is an example of what not to do, with 1970s suspended ceilings eliminating any sense of being inside a historic building. 

 One of Richmond's losses was its railway station, a victim of the Beeching cuts in the 1960s, although there are good bus connections to the nearest mainline station at Darlington. The old station building is now thriving as an arts, business and leisure centre, largely as a result of a community initiative.  The diverse new uses include two cinemas, a bakery and a micro-brewery.

 The town lost three-quarters of its tourist income due to the foot-and-mouth epidemic in 2002??, and this served to galvanise both the public agencies and the wider community to put it back on its feet. Vacant shops were re-let, some for traditional services such as a cobbler, while the Council has pursued a deliberate policy of re-populating the vacant upper floors of retail buildings with new residents. A new Co-Op supermarket was seamlessly slotted into Friary Park. 

 Richmond is extremely conscious of its legacy, which includes the captivatingly beautiful Georgian Theatre Royal in its original building, now sympathetically extended to provide a range of much-needed facilities, such as a cafe/bar, and numerous examples of fine town houses built by wool merchants in the 18th century. There's a weekly outdoor market in the Market Place, keeping that great tradition alive, and a farmers' market every three weeks.

It is one of the best examples of the successful Market Towns Initiative led by the Countryside Agency and Yorkshire Forward. The overall strategy is "heritage-led", even to the extent of planning to fell over-mature trees to improve the settings of historic buildings, such as the parish church, and reveal once again some of the views of Richmond painted by Turner in the early 19th century. And even on this, there is a cross-community consensus that such a radical step would enhance the town. 
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SUMMARY

Stirling is chiefly known for its magnificent castle atop a crag, which occupies such a commanding position that you feel you can see half of Scotland from its ramparts. Designated as a royal burgh by King David of Scotland in 1130, the town was granted city status by the Queen to mark her golden jubilee in 2002 -- making it the smallest city in Scotland, with a population not much larger than 40,000. 

Clustered around the "tail" of the castle's crag, Stirling has a compact core, with many historic buildings and pleasant informal green areas, at least one very fine Victorian housing district, some 20th century buildings that would be better demolished and replaced by more thoughtful works of architecture as well as pretty standard suburbs and outlying industrial estates. 

Because of its topography, it is a linear town not dissimilar in layout to Edinburgh's Old Town. It bills itself as being "at the heart of Scotland", the crossroads between the Lowlands to the south and the Highlands to the north -- a "wee town", but bigger than its boot, as head of planning Mick Stewart put it. Rail links to both Edinburgh and Glasgow are excellent, which partly explains the fact that Stirling has become a popular commuter town. 

The railway station is a gem that preserves many of its original features, providing an excellent introduction to Stirling. Once outside, however, visitors are greeted by the rear ends of one of the main streets -- although there are long-standing plans to fill these unsightly gaps in the streetscape. Tourism is important, with 4.3 million visitors in 2007 -- mainly to the castle; it's the "Braveheart factor". 

There is a high level of habitation in the town centre, mainly social housing. Mostly, this is in newer buildings knitted into hilly streets, but also includes "Living over the shop" schemes or historic building renovations that qualify for grant-aid from the very active Stirling City Heritage Trust, which is funded by Historic Scotland (the equivalent of English Heritage, north of the border).

Stirling University, founded in 1967, is located on a heavily-wooded campus some 2.5km from the centre. But there are two blocks of student housing in the town, and even some above the main shopping centre. This centre is located right on the main shopping street and provides covered links to two other streets. Some 950 new homes are planned for Raploch, on the outskirts, of which 300 will be social housing units in what is hoped will be an example of sustainable development. 

Forthside, the redevelopment of a former Army barracks, is under way -- with the important aim of reconnecting the city and the river. Still in its infancy, the buildings already completed are not particularly significant architecturally, although the objective of turning it into a lively mixed-use area is wholly commendable. 

