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THE URBANISM AWARDS 2008 

NOMINATION SUMMARIES

Scoring from Assessment Team
Governance:



Strong 
Local Character & Distinctiveness

Strong
User Friendliness



Strong
Commercial Success & Viability

Strong
Environmental & Social Sustainability
Strong

Functionality



Strong
STRICTLY PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL

THE GREAT PLACE AWARD:

PEACE & WINTER GARDENS

Copies of the full Assessment Report are available from lg@academyofurbanism.org.uk, either electronically or by hard copy, as requested.
Summary 

Sheffield’s £130 million Heart of the City project successfully demonstrates the immense effort involved in restructuring and recreating the idea of the city. The process has produced a collective vision that has become a catalyst for change and turned a city without a historic centre into one that has a new heart - linking the railway station with the Peace & Winter Gardens.

This shared vision is evident in the governance of the Gardens and the clear design and delivery process. The Gardens are well managed and embody an exemplar process of engaging local communities and stakeholders in rethinking the city centre. Over 25,000 people commented on scheme proposals in one way or another, resulting in changes to the design that reflected local aspirations.  

Sheffield also employs around 25 ‘ambassadors’ that have a highly proactive presence on the city streets and seamlessly direct and manage the demands of residents, businesses and visitors against safety and security issues and the maintenance of public spaces. They support civilized and responsible behavior and contribute to a sense of safety and security.  They are a national exemplar.

The design of the Gardens has strong local distinctiveness and identity. Major structural changes to urban blocks in the centre were undertaken to correct the blockages formed during the mid twentieth century. The masterplan interlinks a number of smaller private and public projects and has created a recognisable place with legible movement patterns, aided by attractive and easily understood pedestrian information panels throughout the area. The urban transect is also legible with uses in the right places and accessible to all.

The street network is quite successful in creating active frontages with an appropriate intensity of use at all times; and the Peace Gardens are an attractive and safe place for people to live, work, visit and enjoy. It proactively attracts people of all ages with a range of spaces and activities.  Special events, such as turning the Gardens into a beach in the summer - complete with deckchairs and sandcastles, adds a unique distinctiveness to the city centre.  

The Peace Gardens scheme focuses on the concept of water flowing between the Garden and the Station, which creates a strong identity for the area and introduces new water ecologies and environments into the City Centre. The scheme responds to the topography of the area, which falls and rises on the approach from the Station to the City Centre.  The landscape concept, when explained, has a clear and interesting design rationale but it may not be readily accessible to the passer by. There is a good relationship between landscape materials to building material and an integrated public art strategy that relates to the history of Sheffield.

The Millennium Galleries and the Winter Gardens open on to the Millennium Square, Tudor Square and Arundell Gate and so form the valuable link with the train station. The Gardens were designed  by Richard Sharratt Architects and were opened in May 2003. The Winter Gardens are 70 metres long and 22 metres wide and are constructed 

Summary continued 

from large wooden arches that are nearly 21 metres high. There is 2100 square metres of glass; and the construction includes and intelligent Building Management System that controls the fans and vents.

The Gardens are built on a human scale, cleverly integrating larger structures with space for people of all ages to enjoy. There is an ongoing proposal for a new building and environmental improvements: for example in the Station forecourt and perhaps a new 32-storey tower.  

There is considerable recognition of economic growth in the City as a result of the public sector investment made in the public realm. This has generated confidence, excitement and a sense of pride and ownership in the city, which has stimulated private sector investment and seeks to generate economic opportunities for a wide range of business and communities.
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THE GREAT PLACE AWARD:

THE SOUTH BANK

Copies of the full Assessment Report are available from lg@academyofurbanism.org.uk, either electronically or by hard copy, as requested.
Summary

The South Bank is a series of interconnected public and private places with the unifying thread of the River Thames and the river wall. This is an organic place that has evolved over time without one major player responsible for making it happen. In many ways the regeneration of the South Bank over the past fifteen years can be understood as the natural regeneration of a capital city, with a rich historic fabric and economic impetus that removes need for masterplan or targeted initiative. 

The variety and complexity of the South Bank is the product of centuries of development and change. The governance of the area ranges from one extreme to the other, with some excellent community projects and participation – for example, at Coin Street and in the choice of ongoing design for Jubilee Gardens – set against a number of private developments and decision-making processes.  There are a number of privately owned and managed open spaces, such as More London, which are highly controlled and are not truly inclusive spaces. Nevertheless the sub-culture of the South Bank survives, with teenage skateboarders still colonising the undercroft of the Royal Festival Hall. The South Bank is an incredible commercial success and private sector investment continues to be stimulated through creative urban policies and the area’s proximity to the rest of London.
There is a strong character and sense of place to the South Bank. It is always full of people – over 15 million people pass the Royal Festival Hall along the river each year - and there is a wide range of activities and events held there. For example, the reopening of the £111 million refurbishment of the Royal Festival Hall in June 2007 was launched with an incredibly successful free festival of music, dance and visual arts. The character of the South Bank changes as you move through the area and there are some highs and lows as development does and doesn’t recognise the value of the river. In particular development around London Bridge often limits access to the river walk. New buildings and spaces vary in their response to the local and historic context, a bad example would be the Southwark Crown Court, which makes a sad backdrop to the HMS Belfast, moored in the Thames; a good one would be the refurbishment of Borough Market area around Southwark Cathedral. There is a concern that proposals for tall buildings on Blackfriars Road are inappropriate to this part of London and will weaken local character.

The movement network along the South Bank is an excellent route for pedestrians, with cycles and vehicles relegated to a parallel street a block south. This causes a lack of clarity for cyclists and at each river crossing ramps and steps cause some difficulties. Newer bridges, such as the Millennium Bridge have overcome these issues, but feel abandoned in the open space around them, which is in fact, a flood plain. The South Bank is well connected to the excellent London public transport network of buses, trains and underground trains.  The mix of residential, commercial, arts and leisure uses are well served by these facilities. 

The user friendlessness of the South Bank is fairly good, although because of varied landownership and incremental change there are some trip hazards and safety issues that have not been addressed. The area attracts people of all ages and backgrounds and there is a high level of activity during the day that supports self-surveillance and 

Summary continued 

promotes civilised behaviour. At night the levels of activity are more dispersed and there are some areas that do not feel so safe, particularly under the many bridges that cross the river walk.

The River Thames provides a fantastic wildlife and ecological amenity to the area and is the main focus for the open spaces. New landscape projects include Potters Fields Park, the public area that sits between Tower Bridge and City Hall. The park has been completely redesigned as part of the Mayor of London's 100 Public Spaces program in partnership with Southwark Council, Pool of London Partnership and More London. The proposed scheme for Jubilee Gardens will create further green space amenity on the South Bank.  
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THE GREAT PLACE AWARD:

QUAYSIDE

Copies of the full Assessment Report are available from lg@academyofurbanism.org.uk, either electronically or by hard copy, as requested.
Summary 

Newcastle and Gateshead Waterfront is a place with the River Tyne at its centre and is focussed on the opportunities to appreciate this fantastic asset from the steep banks on either side. On the north side of the river, Newcastle relies on its historic fabric to create an exciting and vibrant urban quarter. On the other hand its sibling, Gateshead, on the south side of the Tyne, rather lets it down - it has the advantage of the views looking back towards Newcastle but is marred by large scale new development and the lack of a clear masterplan. The new bridge by Wilkinson Eyre Architects links the two banks and forms an important umbilical cord between them. It is a key part of the regeneration of the area in enhancing the experience and relationship with the water.

The area is well managed and is halfway through a dramatic 20-year programme of change. There is less evidence of a collective vision supported by partnership working than in Sheffield, for example, in the lack of a masterplan for the Gateshead area. Notwithstanding this there is an incredible sense of place along the waterfront relating to the history and commerce of the docks. The rejuvenation of the area following the decline of the docks, which was the main economic driver for the city, has enhanced this legacy and reflects the character of local communities and the enthusiasm and pride of those who have been involved in the regeneration process

The design of buildings, bridges and events along the banks of the Tyne reflects celebration of the city through water, for example with the Tall Ship Festival and the staging of The Spencer Tunick naked installation work on the bridge! Projects such as The Sage Gateshead music and arts centre and the refurbished Baltic flour mills, now the Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art dominate the southern bank and, whilst iconic, lack the richness of the fine grain and topographical responses on the northern side.

Newcastle and Gateshead waterfront attracts people of all ages and backgrounds. There is greater vibrancy on the northern bank and a greater level of pedestrian activity and intensity of use as a result. Consequently there is the perception of an average level of civilised and responsible behaviour in the area, as some parts are relatively quiet and lack surveillance.

There has been a tremendous environmental improvement programme for the river itself, improving water quality so that the river now supports salmon and other aquatic species: prompting a fish festival! The river provides an important and attractive ecological asset for the city and supports a variety of wildlife habitats.

There has been £125 million of public sector investment and over £1 billion of private sector investment to date. A success story that reflects the confidence in the delivery of area. Plans for further development downstream are ongoing and reflect the continued assurance of growth in the City. The strategy has focussed on commercial regeneration in the historic fabric of Newcastle and using the Arts as the focus for regeneration in Gateshead.

